General Information on the Draft Amendment to the

“Restrictions on the Importing of Mercury-Added

Products”

The “Restrictions on the Importing of Mercury-Added Products”

(hereinafter referred to as the “Announcement’) have not been amended since

they took effect on August 25, 2020. In addition to the mercury-added products

that are already prohibited, this amendment to the Announcement prohibits the

import of mercury-added products and electronic measuring instruments so as

to strengthen domestic mercury management, and align with the United

Nations Minamata Convention on Mercury. The key points of the amendment

are as follows:

L.

II.

I11.

IV.

The newly added mercury-added products that are prohibited from being
imported include self-ballasted fluorescent lamps of 30 watts or lower
used for general lighting; cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external
electrode fluorescent lamps for electronic displays; strain gauges used in
plethysmographs; mercury vacuum pumps; tire balancers and wheel
balance weights; photographic film and photographic paper; propellants
for satellites, spacecraft, or space vehicles; and electrical and electronic
measuring instruments, such as melt pressure transducers, transmitters,
and sensors. (see Paragraph 1 of the Amended Announcement)

The import of compact fluorescent lamps for general lighting, as well as
linear and non-linear fluorescent lamps, will be prohibited starting from
January 1, 2027. (see Paragraph 2 of the Amended Announcement)

The import of linear and non-linear fluorescent lamps for general
lighting that use tri-band phosphors will be prohibited starting from
January 1, 2028. (see Paragraph 3 of the Amended Announcement)

The import of mercury-added products for specific purposes is allowed
according to Annex A of the United Nations Minamata Convention on

Mercury. (see Paragraph 4 of the Amended Announcement)
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[II. The import of linear and

non-linear fluorescent
lamps  for  general
lighting that use tri-
band phosphors will be
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This paragraph is newly
added.
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ucts that will be prohib-
ited from being im-
ported starting from
2028  were  newly
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son as in Explanation 1
for Paragraph 1 of the]
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IV. For the mercury-added
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products prohibited
from being imported in|
the preceding three
paragraphs, if one of the
following conditions is
met, they may be
imported after
supporting documents
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The  mercury-added
products prohibited
from being imported in|
the preceding
paragraph, if one of the
following situations is
met, may be imported

with approval by the
central competent
authority after

supporting documents
have been submitted for
review:

Products necessary
for civilian protec-
tion and military|
purposes.
Products for re-
search, calibration|
of instrumentation,
or use as a refer-
ence standard.
Where no feasible
mercury-free alter-
native for replace-
ment is available
for the products in
Subparagraphs 1
and 3 of the pre-
ceding paragraph.
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The paragraph number
was changed.

The amendment adds
Paragraph 2 and Para-
graph 3 of the An-
nouncement into the
scope of applicability.
The text of Subpara-
graph 1 was amended.
Experiments and edu-
cation were added to the
purposes listed in Sub-
paragraph 2 in accord-
ance with the stipula-
tion that “mercury”
may be used for pur-
poses specified in Table
3 of Paragraph 3 of the
Guidelines on Regu-
lated Toxic Chemical
Substances and the
Management of Their
Handling.
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Table 3 of Paragraph 3
of the Guidelines on
Regulated Toxic Chem-
ical Substances and the
Management of Their|
Handling, as well as
Annex A of the United
Nations Minamata,
Convention on Mer-
cury, specific mercury-
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added products may be]
imported under certain|
conditions where no
feasible mercury-free
alternative for replace-
ment is available, by
submitting supporting]
documents to and re-
ceiving approval from
the central competent
authority. Subpara-
graph 3 was thus
amended and the pur-
poses were listed.




