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 Part 1. Introduction 

I. Reasons for choosing the study 

Various attempts have been made to improve the efficacy of teaching and learning English at school 

in Vietnam.  The main challenges lay, however, in the lack of motivation to learn English from the 

students, the limitedexposure to English outside of the classroom and the shortage of authentic materials 

available to teachers of English, especially in mountainous areas.  

In a coursein 2015, the writer was exposed to various online tools used worldwide as “aids to 

language teaching and learning”. After applying those tools in Nguyen Tat Thanh gifted high school in 

Yenbai, the writer weighted the strengths and weaknesses of each tool and decided to introduce the three 

tools which may be more appropriate in the educational setting in Yenbai, since they help teachers 

collect and organize online materials more efficiently, maximize students’ exposure to interesting and 

learnable materials in English, and diversify the learning and teaching mode. Hence, they help to deal 

with the three aforementioned issues effectively.  

II. Aims of the study 

The study aims at introducing a brief overview ofthree teaching techniques and tools. This paper also 

provides some samples of the tools’ application designed by the writer and other teachers in her teaching 

network. The prime objective is to encourage teachers to explore and try the tools in their class, make 

some adjustment according to their own setting. 

III. Limits of the study 

Should there be an application of more toolsin a wider setting, this paper could be considerably 

improved.  
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Part 2. Some online teaching and learning tools  

 

I. Flip learning 

1. What is Flipped Learning? 

According to the Flipped Learning Network, Flipped learning is an approach in which learners 

individually access and take the instructions before class time, then instructor focuses more on addressing 

students’ questions, guiding students to apply the knowledge to solve real life problems. Besides, students 

have opportunities to share their knowledge and discuss the subject matter with their classmates and even to 

be engaged in wider learning communities. 

2. What are some benefits to flipped learning? 

 Students can go back to the lecture any time and as many times as they like. 

 Students have more time and opportunity to reflect what they get from the instructions. 

 Instructors have more time to pay attention to students’ individual need. 

 Flipped learning encourages independent and active learning process because students control their 

learning. 

 Flipped learning involves more students’ experience with technology and project-based learning. 

3. How can Flipped Learning be integratedin classroom? 

Students will be provided web links via social network such as Facebook, email, Google drive, etc. to 

some materials such as lectures made by native speakers or professors (ted talks, educational Youtube, etc.) 

or some visualized vocabulary and idioms (available on Pinterest, google image, and so on). Before class 

students share their reflection using voice reflection (Voice thread), blog, discussion forum (google doc, 

Padlet, Khan Academy), debate webpage.In class later they discuss the content, application and practice 

more. 
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For example, in order to prepare for the pronunciation lesson ofUnit 4, English 11 (the new book set), 

students may watch a clip by Rachael (how to make r sound), answer some guided question about the 

position of lips, tongue and the articulation of the sound, compare them to those sounds in Vietnamese. In 

the pre-stage of the lesson, students and teachers discuss different answers to those questions, teacher assess 

students’ performance and give feedback, design more practice if necessary. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jq_yIbrD01c&list=PLB043E64B8BE05FB7&index=25 

  

 In order to prepare for a lesson on academic writing, students are asked to watch at home the short 

lecture focusing on the 12 common mistakes in academic English. In class students may have more time to 

discuss the content of the lecture, fix their own writing problem or their friends’ writings.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jq_yIbrD01c&list=PLB043E64B8BE05FB7&index=25
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZQgd2sPxpk 

 

II. Thinglink 

1. What is Thinglink? 

Thinglink is an interactive platform allowing users to create an interactive picture where they can add 

texts, video links, web links, etc.  

2. What are some benefits of Thinglink? 

Thinglink is a must-have tool for English classroom because it can engage students more, make 

materials more learnable, combine different sources into just one picture. 

3. How can Thinglink be integrated into lesson? 

There are some great ways to utilize Thinglink in classroom. For example, teachers may create an 

interactive picture to teach household chore vocabulary, Unit 1, English 10 (the new book set) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZQgd2sPxpk
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http://vnpttn-2014course.weebly.com/thinglink.html 

Also, students can create their own portfolios throughout the semester with Thinglink and share with 

teachers, friends and parents. Besides, Thinglink is an effective and new tool for presentation. Homework is 

another application of Thinglink which helps familiarize students with Flipped learning.   

A free Thinglink account can be created on the website https://www.thinglink.com/ 

 

III. Pinterest 

1. What is Pinterest? 

When the writer was browsing online and saw something interesting, she often printed it out or 

bookmarked it on her computer. Later sheoften could not get access to them when necessary. There is a 

simple way to avoid this with Pinterest. Pinterest is a website that allows net users to create a board on any 

topic and pin the images of websites to that board.  The images then link to the website.  

2. What are some benefits of Pinterest? 

Pinterest saves all of the pins on an account so that the users can access them easily. Besides, users can 

follow their friends on Pinterest and "repin" things that their friends pin on their board. However, Pinterest 

boards should be well organized and Pinterest users should stay focused when following other “pinters” 

http://vnpttn-2014course.weebly.com/thinglink.html
https://www.thinglink.com/
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because it is easy to get lost in hundreds of interesting pins. The writer added Pinterest in this paper because 

this tool is beneficial for teacher’s development, professionally and personally. Pinterest also creates the 

chance for collaboration among students in language class. Yet, it is necessary to give students clear 

expectations about what is and is not acceptable to pin. 

3. How can Pinterest be integrated into classroom? 

Some possible implications in English language teaching and professional development are suggested 

below. 

a. Applications in English language teaching 

 Create Picture Board: Pin printable pictures to use as visual aids in lesson. 

Samples of Idioms pins 
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/

524950900296839037/ 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/

524950900296839060/ 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/

524950900296871078/ 

 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839037/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839037/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839060/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839060/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296871078/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296871078/
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/52495090029683

9088/ 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/52495090029683

9086/ 

 

 

 Create Team Work Board: Assign students to work in group and pin articles they found on a 

certain topic for extensive reading, follow-up discussion and brainstorm ideas for writing. 

 Create different language skill boards: Pin books, video, lesson plans, focusing on a certain skill 

likes speaking, listening, reading, writing or language component such as grammar, pronunciation and 

vocabulary. 

A sample vocabulary board 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839088/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839088/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839086/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900296839086/
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Samples of writing pins 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/17099673562574

592/ 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900290522905/ 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/17099673562574592/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/17099673562574592/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/524950900290522905/
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b.    Applications in Professional development 

 Follow other teachers’ and educators’ board. 

 Create Research Board. 

Pinterest user may use Pinterest to collect materials, journals, websites for writing research. This is crucial 

for later in-text quoting and reference listing. 

 

A sample pin board 

c. Applications in entertainment 

 Create Entertainment Board to collect pictures, cartoons, funny stories just for fun or which can be 

used in class as the warmer. 

 Create Music Boards 

Students create a music board by pinning their favorite songs.  Teacher play the music during class events or 

during other appropriate times.    

A free Pinterest account can be created on the websitehttps://www.pinterest.com/join/ 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/join/
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Part 3. Conclusion 
 

The study seeks to provide some practical recommendation on how technology can be integrated into 

English teaching and learning in areas with limited resources, focussing on highlighting the benefit and 

relevance of the free tools in motivating students to learn English inside and outside of the classroom and 

helping teachers collect more authentic materials for their teaching and professional development.  

Due to the limited experience in this field from the writer, and the limited time and resources, problems and 

oversights are unavoidable. I, therefore, would be grateful to any comments and criticism from the readers 

for the betterment of this paper. 
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