KHAO VE CHU £ "MAY" VA CHU % "OC"

NGUYEN QUANG HONG
GS.TSKH. Vién Nghién ctru Han Ném

1. Chiv "may" R

May R I1a mot chir xuét hién kha phd bién trong cac van ban Ném thudc da cac
loai hinh khac nhau (viét tay, cham kh&c va in van). Thoat nhin, chir nay c6 vé giéng nhw
ch Han “thén” Zk. Nhung xét ky thi chi Nom “‘mdy” & va chir Han “thén” 2k khong
c6 gi lién quan vé&i nhau vé mat nghia ciing nhw vé am doc ca. Khang Hi tw dién dan
sach Ty vng cho biét: “}R”, “thd” + “khdn” %% thiét, [am Han Viét Ia “thén” hodc “than’],
“thén” 4% thwong thanh [tic am “thdn”], /K #fE % . thdy thoi vat da [nwdc day vat
vay]” [tr.603]. Nhw vay, khé c6 thé nghf rdng chir Ném “may” & Ia mwon tir chir Han
“thén” 7R.

GS. Pao Duy Anh trong tac phadm Chi Ném: Nguén géc - C4u tao - Dién bién
tirng viét nhw sau day vé chir Ném nay: “Chir méy % 1a chiv dang chu y. Cac ban Nom
xwa thwong viét may theo phép gia ta la & (méi), B (bdi), hay B (mai). V& sau nguoi
ta lai viét 1a 7, chir nhan A trén chi thdy 7K (co khi 7k bién thanh & hay A).
Chung t6i thdy trong chir Han thi chir sk am 1a thén, khéng thé dung dé néi méy dwoc.
Co6 chir 7 cling gan gibng nhwng lai am 1a nhi, khéng phai la do chir Ay I16n thanh. Vay
chir méy nay khéng phai 1a chi gid t4, ma ciing khéng thé 1a ch® hinh thanh dwoc.
Chung t6i cho day la chi hoi y, c6 18 nguyén viét 1a £x, gdm ba chi¥ nhdn A 1a ngudi[...]
dé goi y nhidu ngwdi, may nguwdi, muwon y 4y ma biéu hién khai niém may. Vé sau nguoi
ta quén day la chir hdi y, tién tay bién hai chir nhdn nhd lam 7k hay 4%, /v khién ngay
nay khéng hiéu tai sao chiv méy lai viét nhuw thé” [tr.64-65]. Ngoai nhirng diém rat kha tha
trong kién giai clia cu Dao, chung t6i muén thao luan thém mét sé chi tiét nhw sau:

(a) Dwdng nhu theo cu Dao thi chir A& gdm ba chi “nhan” A kia la do chinh cha
6ng chung ta dat ra d& ghi chir “may” theo phép hoi y, chir khéong phai mwon tr mét chiv
c6 sén & Trung Hoa. Tuy nhién, theo Han ngi¥ dai tw dién [tr.16, 49] thi chir nay da cé
trong cd tich, cing am la “ngdm” va cung nghia v&i chi Z [ (trd “nhiéu ngudi cung
ding”). Ma theo sach Van tw théng thi chiv A< con doc la “chung”, Ia mét dang cla chir
“ching” & (cé nghia 1a “nhiéu nguwoi, dam doéng”). Vé sau nay ngudi Trung Hoa da
dung chr #x lam chir gidn thé thay cho chir “ching” . Chinh chi “ching” #x gém 3
ch* “nhan” nay tir l1au cling da c6 mat trong cac van ban chi* Ném cla ta. Sach Phét
thuyét dai bdo phu méu an trong kinh c6 cau: "Bang bdi boi cung chiing bd tat" (tr.39a);
sach Thién Nam ngi luc cling cé: "Chung t6i con chau thay chua sinh ra" [tr.83a]. Va lai,
cho du cac cu ngay xwa chua that sy lam quen vé&i “ching” £k nhw thé & Trung Hoa,
ma phai cit cong tao ra chi¥ d6 dé ghi chir “may”, thi han 1a thoat dau cac cu ciing sé viét
dung hinh chir “méy” véi ba chir “nhan” A, rdi sau méi bién dang dan. Thé nhung trong
céc van ban Ném hién con, tinh khéng c6 mét 1an nao chirdwoc doc & “may”. Tinh hinh
nay khién ta kho long quyét doan réng ch “may” da duwoc tao ra theo con dwéong tw tao
chir hdi y nhw cu Bao da hinh dung.

(b) Cu Dao da rat chu dao khi ké ra mét sé dang khac nhau cia chir Ném “méy”,
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dé&c biét co lwu y dén chir “nhi” 2. Nhung vi chir nay c6 am 1a “nhi”, khéng lién quan gi



dén tiéng “méy” cla ta, nén Cu da bd qua, khong truy clru thém. Va chung téi da cb thir
truy clru thém, biét dau lai chang dan dén mot cach giai thuyét kha di chap nhan dwoc
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cho hinh thé cia chir Nom “may” < nay.

Chr “may” & v&i hinh chi giéng nhw chi “thdn” 7k (trén “nhan” A duéi “thiy’
/& hodc %) xuat hién kha som (c liéu chir Nom trén van bia cia Dinh Khic Thuan [6]
cho biét chi¥ nay c6 mat trén cac ban van bia thoi Lé sém nhét 1a ndm 1657), va kha phd
bién trong van ban cac tac phdm N6m, dac biét la tir cudi thoi nha Lé vé sau:

- Cac bai van Ném thdi Tran trong sach Thién téng bén hanh, ca 2 lan khac van
(Canh Hung 6 [1745] va Bao Dai 7 [1932] ddu ghi “mAy” bang & chir hodc 7.

- Thién Nam ngi¥ luc (tac phdm Noém thoi Lé, chép lai vao dau thei Nguyén) trir 1
lan dung ch® “mai” B dé ghi “may” (tr.41b): "Dat Bao biét may didm xa", con lai déu
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dung chi*r nhw chir “¥ hoac 7R.

- Sach Truyén ky man luc gidi 4m: 8 1an “may” dwoc ghi 1a & (Td: "Chéng may
ngay nira s& dem vang tét lai chudc vay" [I/27a]). Ngoai ra chi¥ nay cé 1 1an doc |a “méy”
trong "minh may" (K& dam chiéu bén kéo b vao vac séi, minh may tan nat [I\V/22b].

- S6 Nghiéu déi thoai: 5 1an “may” déu ghi la & (Vd: "MAy da ngw tidu 1a ban
than" [tr.5b]).

- Truyén Kidu ban LVD, 1781 va ca ban DMT, 1872: 51 1an déu ghi la & (Td:
"Dan ba dé cé may tay. Ddi xwa may mat doi nay may gan" [LVD tr.49b] [DMT, tr.61al).

- Luc VAn Tién (DMT, 1874): 39 1an d&u ghi l1a R (Td: "Xem qua xét lai may 1an"
[tr.14a]).

Riéng ch “mai"E ghi am “may” c6 thé van con bat gép & mot sd van ban sau nay,
nhw trong sach chép tay Dwong Tir Ha Mau ctia Nguyén Dinh Chiéu (Td: "Nhw voi nhw
cop may ai dam bi" [22]. Cac bo tir dién Québc ngir c6 chua chi¥ Ném clia P.de Béhaine
[1772], Taberd [1838], Huynh Tinh Clia [1895-6], M. Génibrel [1898] d&u khong dung chiv
oy N N PP 2 Cw Ay . , N P LY ~
<, ma dung chir “méai” B dé ghi “may”. Lai c6 trwdng hop “may” dwoc ghi bang mot
chlr N6m do hai chr “mai” & (trai) va ® (phai) ghép lai nhw trong bai Hjch danh Trinh
ctia Nguyén Hiru Chinh (B&c may thanh dam nhan da ém. Long chang clru ngdi xem
sao tién [112a]).

Trong mot sé tdc pham Nom twong dbdi cd nhw Phét thuyét, Chi nam ngoc 4m, Thi
kinh gidi &m, Cé Chéau luc, ching t6i khong tim thay mét chir nao véi am doc 13 “may” ca.

Didu dang lvu y 1a c6 mot sb van ban, trong dé chiv “may” ngoai kiéu 7k hoac
x® (“nhan” + “thay” 7K), con cé ca kiéu » (“nhan” A + “tam” ‘J\"') vaca AN (“nhan” A +
“tiéu” /]7) nhu:

- Quéc &m thi tap cta Nguyén Trai: 16 1an R (Td: Nwéc may dong thanh ngoc
mAy han [tr.26a]) / 15 1an R (Td: Thwong lang may khém mét thuy@n cau [tr.9b];

- Hoa tién nhuan chinh (1875) 34 1an & (Td: Tinh chung miy doan, sdu riéng
may phan [tr.13b])/ 3 1An 7%(Td: M6t ving cé biéc may 1an cira son [tr.23a]);

- Phu dung tan truyén (1979): 10 1an & (Td: Quan son mdy ban, giang khé may
lan [tr.23b]) / 3 1an(O ta may do, thdé thay may lan [tr.10a] / 1 1an Ay Pan thanh gop lai
may canh phu dung [tr.10b];



- Thanh Héa quan phong (1909): 12 1an % (Td: D6 ai biét la may cay [tr.22b]) / 10
lan (Td: Biét sdbng may lach biét may may tang [tr.22b]) / 2 1an 4 (Td: lam than con
nhén may lan giang to [tr.13a].

Thiét nght, nhitng chi “mAy” cé cAu tao “nhan” + “tam” (W) va “nhan” + “tidu” (A)
tuy it gap hon, song chiing c6 kha néng 1a nhirng dau tich cho chi¥ “may” thué ban dau.
Nhirng chir nay t& lau da cé mat trong kho chir Han, ma chéc cac cu nha ta chéng xa la
gi. Theo Han ngi¥ dai tw dién [tr.47, 49] thiva N 1a cach viét khac cia “nhi” B, c6 nghia
la “ngwoi” hodc ndm na la “mi, may”. Phép gia ta theo nghia (ma khéng theo am) da cho
phép cac cu doc thdng nhirng chir nay la "may". Ma trong tiéng Viét, "may" véi “may” l1a
gan am, vay nén co thé chuyén dung lam chi “may”. Rbi tir d6, lo 1a dan médi rang budc
v&i cac chir “nhT” 1a "may", ngudi xwa da gia thém nét bat va cai bién hinh chiv & phan

dwéi ma thanh chi “may” &, din dén chd gan nhuw trang hinh véi chi “thén” & trong
Han nglr.

2. Chiv "6c" %

Thuec ra, con dwérng ma chung t6i di dén cach giai thuyét nhw trén vé hinh thé chi
Noém “méy” cling khéng phai la xa la gi dbi véi GS. Bao Duy Anh. Cach tiép can tir doc
am Noém theo nghia chir Han, rdi chuyén dung sang mdt am Ném niva gan am khac
nghia nhw thé, da dwoc cu Dao khai thac khi gidi thuyét vé am va ca vé nghia cta chi
“6¢” 3K trong moét sb cac van ban Ném. Ciing trong tdc phdm néu trén, cu Dao dan ra
moét trwdng hop trong sach Chi nam ngoc &m gidi nghia c6 dung chi “6¢” 3k, ma chir d6
lai ndm & vi tri budc phai gieo van vé&i cau trén theo van ay hoac ay. Cau 4y la cau bat,
c6 hai chir “hiéu 6¢” 5 3K ma “6¢c” 3k 1a chir thir sau, phai gieo van véi chiv cudi cau
luc & trén la chiv "thay"&. Vay chir “6¢” 3k nay ma ct doc Ia “b¢” thi lac van. Cu Dao lai
tim thay trong sach Chi nam ngoc &m c6 3 cau thay vi “hiéu 6c” 5 3K/ “6c” 3%k viét 1a
“hiéu ray” = =l “réy”i'"?m! “Lai hiéu thanh tric mat thay - Hoang bach can ray la nuéc ré
ke; Tran c&n la ré ci mai - Xich bao cu lwong hiéu ray thé qua; Dwong dé thoc thai ré
nay - Céc hiéu né ray la dia hoang nam”. Theo d6, cu Dao cho réng chir “b¢” 3k phai
doc 1a ray méi hop nghia hop am, va dé la cach viét khac cta chiv ray i Nhwng Xk
lam sao lai doc 13 ray? - cu Dao tiép tuc gidi thich - Tra chir 3k thi thdy Ttr nguyén néi la
chi cai dat “thp nhuan phi my”, tirc 1a dat triing wot béo tbt, nhw vay thi cé thé xua kia
ngudi ta hoc 6c nghia la /4y. T ldy chuyén thanh rdy hay ray la diéu thwong thay trong
nglr am” [tr.82-83].

C6 thé thay rang nhirng diéu luan giai clia cu Pao |1a hoan toan hop Iy va rat chat
ch&. Thé nhwng, cé |8 cling nén ra xét kj hon vé nhivng trworng hop da dung chir “6¢” 3k
trong Chi nam ngoc 4m va mot vai tac phdm Noém khac, biét dau lai chang ¢ it nhiéu ct
liéu dé& bd sung hoac diéu chinh cho kién gidi ciia ngudi di trude.

Tréi lai so v&i ch “may” & 1a cho thwong chi thdy trong cac van ban Ném kha
mudn tir cubi thdi nha Lé vé sau, chiv “6¢” 3k (ddi khi viét thanh [bo “thay” 7k + “thi” %&])
hau nhw chi xuét hién trong mot sb khdng nhiéu cac tdc phdm Noém cé, tir thoi Lé so,
muon I&m tir thoi Lé - Mac tré vé trwdc. Thé nghia 1a hai chir nay khéng chung séng
cung thoi véi nhau. Théi ma tiéng "6¢" va chir “6¢” 3k con dwoc dung, thi tiéng “méy”,
néu co6 dung dén, thuwong duoc viét dwdi dang chir “mai” B (va co thé cad “md” X, “b6i”
B) nhw cu Dao Duy Anh d& néi dén.

Chi nam ngoc &m la sach dung dén ch 3k nay nhiéu nhat: c6 dén 35 lan xuét
hién trong t& hop “hiéu ¢’ & 3K va 3 1an trong t& hop “6c 13" 3k ‘It. Twong dwong véi



t& hop “hiéu &c” (Td: Ngw chu hiéu 6¢ thuyén chai [tr.27a], trong sach con dung cac td
hop khac cé chr “hiéu” nhw: “hiéu 1a” (Td: Mat co dai gao hiéu la ra mau [tr.41a]), “hiéu
rang” (Td: © man né dat hiéu rang cai bay [tr.35a]), “hiéu ray” (Td: Hai kinh hiéu ray cai
cvu sbng lau [tr.59b]), “hiéu viét” (Td: Pwdng thai hiéu viét cai cung [tr.48b], “hiéu vi” (Td:
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Cay mudi noéi dat hiéu vi nhan tran [tr.71a]). Chir “hiéu” 5 trong nhirng trudng hop nay

déu lay nguyén nghia ch® Han la “tén / tén goi” ddng nghia vé&i chir Han “danh” &.
Khoéng loai trir & day “6¢” 3k twong dwong véi "ray", nhwng ciing khong thé néi la khéng
twong dwong véi "la, rang" va ca voi “viét” Bl[rang], “vi’ B [1a / lam). Trong khi d6 voi
may cau cé té hop “6¢ 18", thi nghia cla “6¢” 3k chi c6 thé la “goi”, chir khéng xé xich gi
nira: “Chi chdng c6 hiéu a gia. Cha chéng c6 hiéu 6c¢ 1a a cong” [tr.7b]. “Hot bd dé tir 6c
1a qué quan’ [tr.66b]. “Héng ndi é¢ la hiéu day ndm com” [tr.73al.

Séach Phat thuyét dai bdo phu méu an trong kinh cé ca thady 15 lan dung chiy “6¢”
$K. C6 2 1an ch “6¢” 3k doc "6c" v&i nghia la “tdy trong xwong” (“Nghién bi chi cét,
nghién c6t chi tdy: Mon da dén xwong, mon xwong dén 6c¢” [tr.24a]. “Da cbt xuét tay:
Danh kho cbt ra 6¢” [tr. 27a]. Con lai c6 t¢i 11 1an chir “6¢” Sk dung dé dich chir Han
“danh” & [goi, tén goi] (Vd: “Thr kinh dwong ha danh chi: Kinh nay éc la kinh nhan
duyén & on nang ang na [tr. 39a]. C6 2 lan chi¥ “6¢” 3k (ng v&i chiv “vi” & trong Han
van (“Tam y thj vi luc tinh: Tam Iy 6c 1 luc tinh” [tr.10a]. “Phu mau vi than, phi phu bét
sinh, phi mau bat dwdng: Ang na 6c¢ 1a d4u, chang co cha ai sinh, chang cé me ai nuéi”
[tr.33b]. Dac biét cé mét 1an chir “6¢” dwoc dung dé dich chir Han “hoan” M [goi] (“phu
mau chi ngl, thap hoan clru vi, tan bat tong thuan: Loi ang na muwdi phen éc¢, chin phen
da, hét chang thuan doi” [tr.37b]. Pong thei cling & trang sach nay thay cé 2 lan tir Han
Viét “h6 hoan” ® Mt dwoc chuyén dich sang Nom la "goi kéu / kéu goi".

Ta ciing c6 thé bét gdp mot sb cau c6 chir “6¢” 3k véi nghia nhu thé trong cac tac
phadm Ném c¢b khac nhw: “Chim 6¢ ban cén hoa nang cing. Vwon bdng con ké ctra nghe
kinh” (Bai Vinh Hoa Yén tw phi cha sw Huyén Quang, trong sach Thién téng bén hanh,
tr.28a). “Thu® 4y c6 thy Lwu Chi, tén 6c la Ti Ni Pa” (Sach Cé Chéu luc, tr.14a). “Nghe
rang Thuc cé ni nhi. Mi Chau tén 6c dwong thi thiéu déi” (Sach Thién Nam ngi luc,
tr.13a). “Canh Linh chua c6 mét thay. Tu hiéu éc¢ ray |a Lé Dai Bién” (Thién Nam ngi¥ luc,
tr.81b-82a), van van. Diéu thi vi la trong bai Pdc thu Iam tuyén thanh dao ca cla vua
Trdn Nhan Téng (trong sach Thién téng ban hanh) & ban in theo van kh&c nd&m Canh
Hwng 6 (1745) c6 chir “6¢” ngay trong may cau mé dau: “Sinh cé nhan than, 4y la hoa ca.
Ai hay cbc [biét] dwoc, méi 6c la da”, dén ban in theo van khac ndm Bao Dai 7 (1937),
ch “6¢” nay da bi thay bang chi “lang” doc la "rang" [goi]. [2] [5].

Trong tAt ca cac cau vira dan trén day, chir “6¢” 3k thwc sw c6 nghia la “goi, kéu”,
chr khéng thé co nghia 1a “ray” dwoc. Chinh nghia 1a “goi, kéu” ciing thich hop cho tat

cé céac chiv twong tw trong Chi nam ngoc &m. Dang lwu y la chiv “6¢” trong cau dan tir bai

Vinh Hoa Yén tw phu da dwoc gia thém bo “khau”, c6 18 1a dé hé tro thém vé nghia “noi
nang, xwng goi”’, hodc gia chi béo cach doc Ném héa: khong phai am Han Viét “6¢”, ma
1& "6c" hodc "héc" chéng han. Puoc biét trong tiéng Mwdng 1a ngén nglr gan giii nhat véi
tiéng Viét vé méat coi ngudn, cé moét tlr cling cé nghia nhw vay doc 1a "héc" [hok]: héc
(goi). Da héc ho cb viéc chi chdng? (Anh goi t6i cé viéc gi day) [...] héc thén (goi tén).
Mang héc thén da, da do thay lién hay. (Nghe goi tén con thi con gio tay 1én nhé) [Tir
dién Viét Muong, tr.188]. Nhuw vay, “6¢” 3k 1a mot chir Han duwgc mwon theo am dé ghi
mot tiéng Nom cé thé 1a "6c /oc/ héc" cé sdn trong tiéng Viét xwa, véi nghia la “goi”.



Van dé con lai clia cu Dao I1a néu doc chir nay la "4c" (hay 6c, hdc) sé khong bao
dam dwoc luat hiép van trong thé luc bat. Ching téi da kiém tra lai cau ma cu Dao dan
trong Chi nam ngoc 4m dé ng® réng c6 s lac van néu ct doc chir 3k la “6c”, thi thay
rang & do chang hé co6 chuyén lac van. Xin trich 4 dong hiru quan dé& dé bé xem xét: "Tri
nguy sach cé nhiéu day. Hai bén riét xubng phang thay chan chang. Giéng budém hiéu éc
bdng cwong. Béng cuwdc neo budc, bdbng dwong budm cai” [tr.28b]. Ré rang la cé chit
“truc tréc” do cu Dao da I& tay ngat dong khéng phai chd, chi sw thuc thi may chiv
phéng thay va hiéu éc khong hé roi vao tinh trang khé x&r nhw vay. Va lai, du day dé ta
c6 bét gap nhirng trwdng hop lac van, thi ciing 1a diéu danh phai chdp nhan théi. Chang
han, ngay trong Chi nam ngoc &m, thay c6 mét doan chang van véo gi, nghe rat ngang
tai, nhu: “Bé ma la hat dau dau. Danh rirng c6 hiéu éc réng son chi. Ngwu bang t&r qua
ké doi dau. Sa nhan hat véc hiéu rdng quyén sa” [tr.71b-72a). B&i vi, khéng nén nght
réng am luat cla mot thé tho nhw luc bat hay song that luc bat ngay tr d&u da chin chu
ngdn nap nhw trong Truyén Kiéu ctia Nguyén Du. Vao thoi ky méi hinh thanh, cac van
ban viét theo thé luc bat con c6 kha nhiéu chd chwa dwoc got gilia, ngay ca vé gieo van
[4]. Dwa vao ap luc cla thé thire thi ca d& xem xét vé am va nghia clia chir 1a mot cach
tim toi hiru ich, song c6 18 phai hét strc than trong, nhét 1a déi véi nhivng ang van van cb
nhw Chi nam ngoc am.
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